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The majority of the library’s eBooks are offered through a service called Overdrive. Additional free eBooks 
for a variety of devices are available through a service called Freading.  There are no late fees. Titles may 
not be returned early, and are returned automatically when the checkout period expires.  They are checked 
out for a period of two weeks, and may be renewed once.  The token borrowing system is explained below. 
 

Devices and Formats 
 

PC and Mac, Sony Reader, Kobo Reader, and Nook 
 ePub and PDF eBook format 
 Download Adobe Digital Editions and authorize with an Adobe ID. 
http://www.adobe.com/products/digitaleditions 

 
Android phones and tablets, iPad, iPhone, iPod Touch, Nook Color and Nook Tablet  

 ePub and PDF eBook format 
 Download the Freading app from your device’s App Store and authorize with an Adobe ID. 

 

Kindle Fire 
 ePub and PDF eBook format 
 See “How do I get the Freading app on my Kindle Fire?” under FAQ on the Freading website. 

 

Freading does not support the Kindle format. 

Search for a Title 
 

 Access http://fairfaxcounty.freading.com from a computer or portable device.  On an Android device, 
you may search from the app.  On an Apple device, use Safari, then download a title into the app. 

 

 Search for a title, author, category or publisher.  Use the checkmark boxes to limit by format. 
 

 The library purchases a certain number of tokens for the system. After the system’s annual allotment 
of tokens is used up, titles can be placed on hold. 

 

 Each book is worth one, two or four tokens.  Values are assigned by the publishers.  Each library 
account is given five tokens per week to check out books.  Unused tokens roll over to the next week. 
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Download a Title 

 Select Login in the upper right corner. 

 If prompted, enter “Fairfax County” in the library name box, then select Fairfax County Library. 

 When prompted, enter your library card number. 

 Select a book title. 

 Select Download epub or Download pdf.  The cost in tokens is listed beneath the format(s). 

 When prompted, select Open. 

 The title will download either to Adobe Digital Editions or to the app. 

 Transfer a title to a Nook, Nook Color, Sony Reader, or Kobo Reader by plugging the e-reader into 
your computer.  The e-reader should show up in Adobe Digital Editions beneath Bookshelves in the 
left column.  Select the library tab, right-click on the title, then click Copy to (name of e-reader). 

 
 Safely disconnect the e-reader from your computer, then open the e-reader and enjoy the title. 


